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Six Muslims arrested during Pope 
Benedict’s visit to Britain last September 
were never involved in a plot, the 
government’s reviewer of terrorism 
legislation David Anderson has belatedly 
admitted.Muslim plot against Pope’s visit 
never existed, Govt admits.

‘There is no reason to believe, with 
the benefit of hindsight, that any of the 
arrested men was involved in a plot to 
kill the Pope, or indeed that any such 
plot existed,’ Anderson said in a report 

published.
But he also insisted that the powers 

of arrest, search, and seizure under the 
Terrorism Act 2000 were used “lawfully 
and appropriately” by the police in all 
the circumstances during Operation Grid 
launched during the papal visit.

‘There will be future temptations to 
use the TA 2000 powers in relation to 
individuals as to whom the necessary 
reasonable suspicions do not exist, 
particularly in the context of international 

high-profile events such as the London 
Olympics,” he also warned.

The Muslims from North Africa worked 
as street cleaners in London, when they 
were arrested after allegedly being heard 
discussing an attack during the pope’s 
visit but were released without charge two 
days later.

Anderson said that “constant 
vigilance is required to ensure that the 
legal boundaries of those powers are 
respected, as they were in this case.’ IRNA
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France urged Israel to rapidly 
release to the Palestinian Authority 
taxes and duties it owes from 
April but which Israel withheld to 
punish the Palestinians because of 
reconciliation contacts between the 
PA and the Hamas movement.

“France favourably welcomes 
the Israel decision to resume the 
handover of taxes...(and) calls for the 
April handover, suspended until now, 
to be carried out rapidly,” a statement 
said.

Israel owes the Palestinians an 
estimated USD 110 million in duties 
and taxes as part of an existing 
agreement whereby the Jewish State 
administers and collects levies on 
exports and trade.

France had criticized the Israeli 
decision to withhold the taxes, noting 
the budgetary difficulties facing the 
PA.

France wants the Palestinian 

Authority to maintain these 
guarantees, particularly in the run-up 
period to a potential move in the UN 
to get recognition for a Palestinian 
State next September, with Israeli 
asset or not.

The French government gives 
around USD 100 million to the PA 
and also participates at the level 
of around 17 percent in European 
Union aid to the Palestinians.

France is also pushing for a 
second Donor Conference to be 
held this summer in Paris for the 
Palestinians, but this is not yet 
agreed internationally.

The last conference in 2007 
raised USD 7.4 billion to help finance 
the institutions and reforms needed 
for a future Palestinian State.

That budget is now exhausted 
and a new injection of funds is 
needed to help with ongoing reforms 
and to support Palestinians.

The scientific Muslim pioneers 
who inspired western thinkers are 
featured in a new exhibition.

Her Highness Sheikha Mozah of 
Qatar and British Culture Minister, 
Ed Vaizey, were guests of honour at 
the launch of the eye-opening new 
exhibition at The Royal Society in 
London.

Arabick Roots is a new display 
highlighting surprising connections 
between the scientific pioneers of 
Muslim Civilisation and seventeenth 
century Britain’s greatest scholars 
and scientists.

The exhibition displays rare 
books, scientific instruments and 
correspondence, showing how 
science and culture from the Muslim 
Civilisation influenced and inspired 
key figures such as Edmund Halley 
and Robert Boyle.

Early Fellows of the Royal Society 
eagerly pursued works in Arabic and 
Persian as well as communicating 
with their intellectual contemporaries 
in the Arabic-speaking world. At a 
time when international collaboration 
is increasingly important to the 
advancement of science, Arabick 
Roots reveals the rich and often 
surprising history of scientific 

communication 
between two very 
different cultures.

Exhibition Curator 
Dr Rim Turkmani 
said: “This exhibition 
uncovers the never-
before told story of the 
connections between 
the early Royal Society 
and contemporary 
and classical Arabic 
learning, and how they 
were used to solve some of the most 
pressing problems of the day”

“This was a time when British 
society as a whole was largely 
ignorant of the cultural achievements 
of the Arabic world – yet we find 
that the early Royal Society’s 
group of ‘ingenious and curious 
gentlemen’ included three Fellows 
from the Arabic world. This forgotten 
history reveals a rich tradition of 
communication between two very 
different cultures, and shows that 
then – just like today – collaboration 
across linguistic and cultural 
boundaries can lead to great results.”

The Arabick Roots exhibition is 
sponsored by the Qatar Foundation.

The research for Arabick 

Roots has been sponsored by the 
Foundation for Science, Technology 
and Civilisation (FSTC) and the 
exhibition curator is FSTC Fellow Dr. 
Rim Turkmani. FSTC also created 
the internationally renowned and 
award-winning 1001 Inventions 
exhibition that was recently opened 
by the US Secretary of State, Hillary 
Clinton, in California.

Arabick Roots will be open 9am 
- 5pm in the week of the Royal 
Society’s Summer Science Exhibition 
(5 - 10 July, 2011); at all other times 
guided tours are by appointment 
(call: 020 7451 2597). Entrance 
is free. The exhibition runs until 
November 2011, after which it will 
transfer to Doha. 

France urges Israel to rapidly
reimburse Palestinian taxes

Arabick Roots’ on display in London 

Aman-Palestine Malaysia society 
has denounced the Israeli attack 
against a vessel chartered by it to 
carry relief material to the Gaza 
Strip

The society said in a statement 
that the Israeli gunboats fired 
at the vessel while on its way to 
Gaza, affirming that the ship was 
in international waters.

It said that the gunboats 
forced the ship to change course 
and redirect to Egyptian regional 
waters.

The society affirmed that such 
piracy would not deter international 
solidarity ships from persisting 
in sailing to Gaza carrying badly 
needed materials.

Malaysia society 
blasts Israel for 
attacking its ship 
en route to Gaza


